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King talk outlines
economic issues

By Debra Mclean

Dr. Julianne Malveaux addressed some 600 guests at EMU's annual President's Luncheon honoring Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. "Our challenge is to remember not only the dream," she said, "but to
remember that the dream is attainable."

Campus Capsules_____
FCIE Lunch Program Looks
At Learning Versus Grades

The Faculty Center for Instruc
tional Excellence will present
"Learning Oriented or Grade Ori
ented?" as part of its Teaching du
Jour series of luncheon discussions
Wednesday, Feb. 6, at noon in the
Graduate Me2ting Room of Stark
weather Hall.
The discussion will explore if
classroom practices subtly influence
students to care more about grades
than actual learning.
Lum;h will be provided.
For more information, call the
FCIE 7-1386.

Snow to Offer
CPR Classes

Snow Health Center will offer
four sessions of a four-hour adult
CPR class leading to certification
beginning Wednesday, Jan. 30, from
8 a.m. to noon at the health center.
Other sessions will be offered
Wednesday, Feb. 20, from 5 to 9
p.m.; Tuesday, March 19, from 8
a.m. to noon; and Wednesday,
April 10, from 8 a.m. to noon.
Only one four-hour session must
be completed to receive adult CPR
certification.
The fee for faculty, staff and
students is $15 per session.
Call Mary Beth Good a 7-1122
for more information or to register.

FCIE To Host Seminars
On 'Feminist Pedagogy'

The Faculty Center for Instruc
tional Excellence and Women's
Studies Program will co-sponsor a
seminar series titled "Feminist
Pedagogy" beginning Wednesday,
Jan. 30, at 3 p.m. in the Graduate
Meeting Room of Starkweather Hall.

Other sessions will meet Feb. 13,
March 27 and April 17, all from 3
to 5 p.m. in Starkweather.
The series will look at the con
tent and methodology used in
women's studies courses and how
they can be applied to more tradi
tionally taught classes.
Sign-up is required by calling
7- 1386.
In addition, the FCIE's Multicul
tural Sensitivity seminar series will
be held Tuesday, Feb. 19, and
Thursday, Feb. 21, from 3:30 to 5
p.m. in the Main Dining Room of
McKenny Union.
Presented by Dr. Jan Collins
Eaglin, assistant professor of
teacher education and former coor
dinator of the Equity Programs,
this series explores how to expand
multicultural sensitivity in the
classroom.

Social Theory Forum
To Meet Feb. 8

The Social Theory Forum, an in
terdisciplinary faculty organization
sponsored by the Collegium for Ad
vanced Studies, will host a presen
tation titled "The Politics of Educa
tion" by Rebecca Martusewicz and
Maureen McCormack of teacher
education, Friday Feb. 8, from 3-5
p.m. in the Burson Room of
Roosevelt Hall.
The next forum will be "The
Gendered State as Gemeinschaft"
presented by Daryl Hafter, history,
and Karen Sinclair, sociology, Feb.
21 , from 3:30-5 p.m. in 702G Pray
Harrold.
For more information on any
forum event, call Kate Mehuron,
director, at 7 -3393.

Chemistry Lecture Series
Scheduled For Winter

The Chemistry Department will
host a lecture series throughout the
winter semester, including "Two
Hundred Years of the Chemistry
Set," to be presented Wednesday,
Jan. 30, by William Jensen of the
University of Cincinnati at 4 p.m.
in Room 104 Mark Jefferson Science
Building.
Other lectures, all scheduled for
4 p.m. Wednesday, will include:
"Where Elementary Particles and
Nuclei Meet: The Forefront of
Nuclear Science" by William
McHarris of Michigan State Uni
versity Feb. 13; "Sy nthesis, Struc
ture, and Reactivity of Rhenium
Alkyl Halide Complexes" by
Charles H. Winter of Wayne State
University Feb. 27; "Theory and
Applications of Liquid Chromato
graphy" by Roger Gilpin of Kent
State University March 20; "Con
taminants in Great Lakes Sedi
ments" by Peter Landrum of the
Great Lakes Research Labs March
27; and "Radioactive Waste Dis
posal" by James Martin of the
University of Michigan School of
Public Health April 3.
All lectures are free and open to
the public; refreshments will be
served. For more information, call
7-0106.

Domino's McKenny Store
Now Officially Opened

Domino's Pizza has opened its
first on-campus "Pizzazz" opera
tion in McKenny Union where it
sells six-inch and 12-inch pizzas,
salads, breadsticks and soft drinks.
The store hours will be Monday
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 10
p.m. and Saturday and Sunday
from 4 to 9 p.m.

One of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.'s most important messages,
usually left out of what's written
and said about him, was his sup
port for a dramatic restructuring of
the U.S. economic system, ac
cording to economist Julianne
Malveaux who spoke Jan. 21 at
EMU.
Delivering the keynote address at
EMU's annual President's Lun
cheon honoring King, Malveaux
told some 600 guests that King's
economic philosophies have been
ignored in an effort to make his
work more palatable to American
capitalist audiences.
"As we look at King, there's a
tendency to deify him, to clean him
up if you will, to place him some
where to the right of Malcolm X,
without looking at the content of
his message," she said. "Don't
forget that Dr. King started out as a
black middle class man who was
speaking about fine tuning, but by
the time he died, he was speaking
about structural changes, about key
changes in economic structures."
A graduate of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and current
associate professor of economics at
the University of California at
Berkeley, Malveaux said King ques
tioned the U.S. economic system
every time he spoke.
"Not one of his speeches failed
to grapple with the theme that we
have now swept under the table in
our efforts to sanitize King, to talk
about him merely as a man of
peace, a man who dealt with edu
cation," she said. "Those were
parts of his personality, but an

equal part was a part that said we
needed economic justice, that peo
ple would continue to be violent if
they did not have money . .. King
said all kinds of things can be
solved by money and I have a ten
dency to agree with him."
Malveaux noted that in 1968

"As we look at King,
there's a tendency to
deify him, to clean him
up if you will, to place
him somewhere to the
right of Malcolm X,
without looking at the
content of his message."
-Dr. Julianne Malveaux
King spoke of a social policy of
"guaranteed family incomes," a
measure that would have cost $20
billion annually then and $90
billion today by Malveaux's esti
mates. "We're spending $1 billion a
day in the Persian Gulf-we could
afford to give people guaranteed
annual incomes," she said.
Highly critical of U.S. policy in
the Persian Gulf, Malveaux pre
dicted that King, too, would have
opposed U.S. involvement there. "If
he were here today, he might well
raise questions about the military
involvement in the Persian Gulf,
where of the 460,000 troops,
160,000 are African American,
where 44 percent of the women sta
tioned there are African American
women," she said. "If Dr. King
Continued on page 2

concert to feature
·All American· music

A ..Star-Spangled Spectacular"
symphony cabaret will kick off next
month's Music Department calendar
Saturday, Feb. 9, at 8 p.m. in the
McKenny Union Ballroom.
The concert will feature the
EMU Symphony Orchestra in a
spirited tribute to "Music in the
American Tradition." Conducted by
Russell Reed, music professor, with
guest conductor John Becker, the
concert will include works by Morton
Gould, Aaron Copland, Charles
Ives, Richard Rodgers and John
Philip Sousa.
Tickets are $10, $8 and $6 each
and include refreshments. Advance
reservations are recommended, with
tickets available at the EMU Arts
and Entertainment Box Office in
Quirk Theater.
Other February concerts will in
clude performances by:
• EMU Professors Mary Ida
Yost, organist, and Carter Eggers,
trumpeter, Tuesday, Feb. 12, at 8
p.m. in the Organ Recital Hall of
Alexander Music Building. The
concert is part of EMU's Organ
Recital Series and will feature
works by Bach, Vivaldi. Borroff,
Tartini, Langlais and Herbert L.
Clarke.

• The EMU Jazz Ensemble,
Thursday, Feb. 14, at 8 p.m. in
Alexander Recital Hall.
• Guest soloist Paul Vondiziano,
who will perform a classical guitar
recital Friday, Feb. 15, at 7 p.m. in
Alexander Recital Hall. Tickets are
$5 for the general public and $4
for students and S(;nior citizens.
• EMU's music faculty, Universi
ty Choir, Chamber Choir, Sym
phonic Orchestra, Band, Concert
Winds and guest artists who will
present Music Now Fest '91
Wednesday through Friday, Feb.
20-22. The festival's 8 p.m. perfor
mances will be at Washtenaw Com
munity College's Towsley
Auditorium Wednesday and Friday
with :Thursday's performance at
Alexander Recital Hall. Admission
to Friday's finale is $5 for the
general public and $3 for students
and senior citizens.
For tickets, call 7-1221 or for
more information, call the EMU
Music Department at 7-4380.
Unless otherwise noted, perfor
mances are free and open to the
public.
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Media Watch

Following are highlights of EMU
media placements recently made
through the promotional effons of
EMU's Office of Public
Information.

Frigid temperatures Jan. 21 didn't keep President William Shelton and others in the EMU community
from gathering at the King Plaza after a campus march for a brief program honoring Dr. King.

Malveaux

Continued from page l

were here, he would look at the
situation, I'm sure, and raise ques
tions about the failure of the
American economy to provide em
ployment opportunities-not educa
tional-but employment opportu
nities to African American men
and women."
She added that while dispropor
tionate numbers of "African
American men and women...are
putting their lives on the line for
oil," a recent public opinion poll
showed that "75 percent of our
whites . . .said (blacks) like welfare,
we're more likely to be violent,
more likely to be lazy, and we
prefer welfare."
Those attitudes, she said, exist
because most Americans don't want
to consider that U.S. economic
policy may contribute to poverty
and unemployment. "It's easier to
talk about black community flaws
than it is to talk about structural
economic flaws because when you
talk about structural economic
flaws ...you're talking about
something that hits home," she
said. "We start stepping on toes
and we all have to look at what we

get out of being an exploitative na
tion. We are 6 percent of the
world's population, but we use 40
percent of the world's resources.. .
the United States is an irresponsible
world citizen."
In calling for a "redistribution"
of the nation's wealth, Malveaux
noted that she and others will be
labeled "radical or communists or
socialists," which is why many
people don't discu'ss King's eco
nomic philosophies. "The whole is
sue of sanitizing King means we
can come together and talk about
education without asking the next
question: 'What about economic
development?' " she said.
Malveaux admitted that most
Americans support current eco
nomic policies, but said she be
lieves that support is based on
many false premises.
"The only people whose wealth
grew in the 1980s were people who
already had incomes in excess of
$100,000, so why are so many of us
supporting economic policies that
take from the needy and give to the
greedy? Because we're greedy,
too!" she said.

Most Americans, black and
white, believe they'll "hit the
number" and become wealthy
someday, Malveaux said, so they
support tax policies benefiting the
rich. "Eighty percent of (a pro
posed capital gains tax reduction)
benefit (would have gone) to people
who make $200,000 or more and
7 0 percent of all Americans were
for it," she said. "Now that strikes
me as incredibly perverse until you
start talking to people and they say,
'Yeah, when I get my $200,000, I
don't want them taking all my
money.' That's an American notion
we all have-that we're going to get
a windfall and we don't want the
tax man to come and get it.
"Face it folks, we're not going to
get a windfall," she continued.
"We had a windfall, but it wasn't
ours. The savings and loans got the
windfall, a lot of other folks got
the windfall, the electronic com
puter people got the windfall, we
didn't get the windfall. And yet we
are all afraid we might get one so
we don't want to question the way
this system breaks down."

Building concerns can go
to on-site administrators
During the 1980s, EMU adopted
a building administrator system to
provide an on-site, or nearby, con
tact for occupants in each of the
University's administrative, office,
recreational and classroom facilities.
Today, the system continues to
operate with 33 such administrators
acting as liaisons for those with
building concerns.

According to William Smart, di
rector of the Physical Plant, the
building administrator's primary
charge is to be a helpful contact
person when problems crop up.
"Really, their jobs should not re
quire more time than an hour or
two per year," he said, noting that
most concerns only require a mes
sage relayed to the Physical Plant.

Smart said the building adminis
trator is generally the most senior
administrator in a particular build
ing or the administrator who is res
ponsible for the most space in a
building. And it is that person
whom occupants should call if they
have questions about the building's
open hours or if they notice things
Continued on page 4

EMU Building Administrators
The following people should be contacted regarding building hours or maintenance concerns:
Alexander Music Bldg., James Hause
Business & Finance Bldg., Susan Merrick
Boone Hall, Scott Westerman
Bowen Field House, Eugene Smith
Briggs Hall, John Van Haren
Central Warehouse, Gary Reffitt
Ford Hall, John Van Haren
Goodison Hall, Mike Irwin
Heating Plant, William Smart
Hover Hall, William Fennell
King Hall, Elizabeth King
Mark Jefferson, William Fennell
McKenny Union, Ceil Paulsen
Olds Recreation Center, Robert England
Owen College of Business, Stu Tubbs
Parking Structure, John Garland
Pease Auditorium, Jim Vick

Pierce Hall, Courtney McAnuff
Pray-Harrold, Barry Fish
President's House, William Shelton
Quirk Building, Dennis Beagen
Rackham Building, Kathleen Quinn
Roosevelt Hall, Elizabeth King
Rynearson, Eugene Smith
Physical Plant, William Smart
Sherzer Hall, Skip Hunter
Sill Hall, Al Rudisill
Snow Building, Ellen Gold
Starkweather Hall, Ron Goldenberg
Strong Hall, Elwood Kureth
University Library, Morell Boone
Warner Building, Patric Cavanaugh
Welch Hall, Janet Pichette

WEMU Radio Wednesday, Nov. 28;
and by WBSX-TV (Channel 31 in
Ann Arbor) Tuesday, Dec. 4, for
airing Sunday, Dec. 16.
In addition, she was on WAAM
Radio Tuesday, Dec. II, and will be
on WBSX-TV 's "Sunday Edition"
Sunday, Feb. 3, at 8 a.m.
Annette Peel, assistant professor
in the Human, Environmental and
Consumer Resources Department,
was featured regarding the nutri
tional and caloric analysis of
Thanksgiving Dinner in the
Wednesday, Nov. 21, Milan Booster
Leader and Dexter Leader.
Dr. Mary Vielhaber, professor
of management, was interviewed on
workstyles on WPZA Radio Mon
day, Dec. 17, and WEMU Radio
Tuesday, Dec. 18.

Rena Soifer, director of the UAW
Ford/EMU Academy, and the adult
literacy progam book she wrote
with several EMU co-authors were
reported in the Thursday, Nov. 22,
Canton Observer.
Dr. Carl Ojala, professor of
geography, was featured regarding
the "greenhouse effect" in
Michigan in the Sunday, Nov. 18,
Sault Ste. Marie Evening News and
Muskegon Chronicle; Monday, Nov.
19, Big Rapids Pioneer; Tuesday,
Nov. 20, Pon Huron Herold;
Thursday, Nov. 29, Plymouth and
Canton Observers; and Saturday,
Dec. 8, Ironwood Daily Globe.
In addition, EMU happenings are
Ojala also was interviewed by
reported by the Office of Public In
WJBK-TV (Channel 2) Wednesday,
formation every week on two local
Nov. 28, (televised Thursday, Nov.
radio stations. Listen every Tuesday
29); was on WEMU Radio Thurs
to WAAM Radio (1600 AM ) at 9:30
day, Nov. 29; was interviewed by
a.m. when EMU is featured as pan
WBSX-TV (Channel 31 in Ann Ar of the General Motors-spons'Jred
bor) Monday, Dec. 10, for airing on "Huron Valley Repon" and every
the "Sunday Edition" program Feb. Thursday when EMU is on WPZA
24, at 8 a.m.
Radio (1050 AM) between 9:15 and
Rosella Bannister, director of the 9:30 a.m. The EMU Newsline, a
Michigan Consumer Education
taped message service provided by
Center at EMU, was interviewed
the Office of Public Information,
about holiday spending and retailing also provides information about
on WPZA Radio Friday, Nov. 23;
campus events. To reach Newsline,
WJLB Radio Monday, Nov. 26;
just call 487-2460.

Participants___
Several members of EMU's facul
ty and staff recently have been in
volved in professional activities.
Several faculty in the Chemistry
Department have presented scholar
ly papers.
Dr. Ross S. Nord, assistant pro
fessor, presented "A Comparison of
the Coventional and End-on Mech
anisms for Lattice Filling," a poster
presentation, at the XXIII Midwest
Theoretical Chemistry Conference
at the University of Wisconsin
Madison and "Sequential Random
Filling of Lattices" at the 22nd
Central Regional Meeting of the
American Chemical Society held at
Saginaw Valley State University.

Nord

Tornquist

Dr. Wade Tornquist, assistant
professor, presented the paper "An
Investigation of the Electrocatalytic
Properties of ZrPt3" at the ACS
Regional Meeting. He also pre
sented "Using HPLC in Instrument
Analysis" at the 11th Biennial Con
ference on Chemical Education at
the Georgia Institute of Technology
in Atlanta and "Using Infrared
Spectroscopy to Probe Electro
chemical Processes" at the 1990
Midwest University Analytical
Chemistry Conference."

Contis

ducts: Solvent Extraction Study" at
the National Meeting of the
American Chemical Society,
Nuclear Chemistry and Technology
Division.
Dr. Stephen Brewer, professor,
presented "Analysis of Zinc-Base
Alloys with a Magnetron Dlow
Discharge Source" at the 1990
Midwest University conference and
"Magnetron Glow Discharges as
Sources for Atomic Emission Spec
trometry" at the Analytical
Chemistry Conference at Michigan
State University.
Neal Belitsky, facilities manager
in Housing and Dining Services,
has been certified as a Concrete
Field Inspector by the Michigan
Concrete Association, which fol
lows his recent certification by the
State of Michigan as an asbestos in
spector. Belitsky also recently gave
a presentation on campus fire safety
and prevention at the Great Lakes
Association of College and Univer
sity Housing Officers in Chicago.

Brewer

Ellene T. Contis, assistant pro
fessor, presented the paper "In
teractive Simulations: The
Computer/Chemistry/User/Instrume
nt Interface" at the MATH/CHEM/
COMP 90 Conference in Dubrov
nik, Yugoslavia. Contis also
presented "Gas Jet Fission Pro-

Belitsky

Lilly

Annette Lilly, assistant coor
dinator of Alumni Records and
Research, was elected to the board
of directors of the Michigan
Chapter of the American Prospect
Research Association.
Everett N. Israel, professor and
head of the Department of Indus
trial Technology and president of
the National Association of In
dustrial Technology, served as
director of the NAIT Annual Con
vention held this fall in Dearborn.
Israel also was invited to attend the
Technical Foundation of America
Tenth Year Anniversary Banquet in
Phoenix, Ariz., in recognition of
his service in establishing grant
procedures and guidelines when the
foundation was established. During
the past eight years, the foundation
has awarded $1.6 million to
technical education.
Dr. K . G. Janardan, professor
of mathematics, presented the inContinued on page 4
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Focus on Faculty______________
Flanagan gives a voice to her native Caribbean
By Debra McLean

For Brenda Flanagan, establishing
herself as a writer meant leaving
her native Trinidad and coming to
the United States. For Beatrice, the
central character in Flanagan's first
novel, "You Alone are Dancing"
(Peepal Tree Press, 1990), victory
comes in her decision to stay on
the fictitious Caribbean island of
Santabella.
Though ironic, that contradiction
was important to Flanagan, a three
time Hopwood Award-winning
graduate of the University of
Michigan and current EMU asso
ciate professor of English.
"If I had one major intention
when I started writing this book, it
was to have its woman decide she
wanted to stay," Flanagan said. "In
almost every Caribbean novel, the
triumph is in leaving, forsaking
country, forsaking land, forsaking
your history, and moving on to
something else. I wanted her to
stay."
Nearly all of Flanagan's writing,
which includes poetry, short fic
tion, plays and now a novel, fea
tures a Caribbean landscape, al
though she's lived in the United
States longer than she lived in
Trinidad.
"The Caribbean, and especially
my island, Trinidad, informs almost
every single thing I write,"
Flanagan said. "I might not always
write about it, but I am of that
place. That place is in me and it
has given life to almost everything
I write."
Flanagan admits that she does
seek to inform her American
readers, which is why, right now,
she does her writing in the United
States.
"A lot of what I write may be
familiar territory to my own people,
but it's not familiar territory to
Americans," she said. "I think it's
important that I do what I do in
America . . . .The Caribbean islands
were never meant to be anything
but 'sugar' islands for the metro
politan countries, so when people
go to the Caribbean, they see very
little of the heart of what makes
these countries come alive. This
(book) is an invitation to go beyond
the beach and look inward and see
the heart and soul of people and
how they struggle."
Still, Flanagan does not call her
self an "ethnic" writer and is, in

fact, offended when someone sug
gests that label. "Everything is

''A lot of what I write
may be familiar territory
to my own people, but
it's not familiar territory
to Americans. I think it's
important that I do what
I do in America."
-Flanagan
ethnic literature; what is not ethnic
literature?" she said. "There are
characters in every work of fiction
who belong to a certain ethnicity,
so everything is ethnic literature. I
think there is a certain derogatory
relationship between that word and
literature."
Flanagan has every intention of
eventually re-settling in the Carib
bean, where she dreams of "open
ing a school and a library," and
figures she'll probably spend her
time there writing about her life
here. "I sometimes do think that
when I move back to the Carib
bean, that's when I'm going to start
writing about America," she said.
"There's something to be said for
distance. If you distance yourself
from a place, you see it clearer."
When Flanagan does start con
centrating on writing about
America, she will have tales to tell
that represent both the best and
worst of American life. Flanagan
came to the United States in 1967
solely intent on getting an educa
tion, but started out working as a
live-in domestic. She got married,
had children, and didn't get seri
ously started on her education until
after her divorce nearly 10 years
later.
Newly married, Flanagan and her
husband moved to Texarkana, Ark.,
in 1968 where she learned for the
first time about racial hatred.
While the south struggled through
the civil rights movement,
Flanagan's young family encoun
tered numerous acts of racism, in
cluding the firebombing of their
church. Flanagan wanted to stay
and fight, but her husband moved
the family to a black neighborhood
in nearby Texarkana, Texas. There,
Flanagan started attending a com
munity college, but the hatred

followed and she could not find a
nursery school that would take her
children. The incidents culminated
in someone shooting out a window
of their home.
Flanagan's husband, a U.S.
Department of Defense engineer,
was transferred to the Warren,
Mich., tank plant in 1974 and the
family moved to Ann Arbor.
Flanagan's marriage ended in 1975
and she enrolled at the U-M,
receiving a bachelor's degree in
journalism in 1977 and a master's
degree in 1978. Also in 1978, she
won her first Hopwood Award for
major fiction for a short story. She
had a brief second marriage during
this time, left Michigan to teach
journalism at the Tuskegee Institute
for three years, then returned to U
M for a doctorate, graduating in
1986. Flanagan's play, "When the
Jumbie Bird Calls," won a 1984
Hopwood Award and one year later
she won her third Hopwood, for
her newly published novel.
While an education was extreme
ly important to Flanagan, she says
she would have been a writer with
or without American academe's
stamp of approval, but admits her
early days in college made her
question her talent. "I used to
write poems, but then I came to
school and I started reading 'real'
poetry and I said, 'Oh my God, I
can't be a poet!' " she said. "Byron
and Keats and all of them . . . My
images were always very strong and
earthy, you didn't have to fight (to
read them), so I stopped writing
poetry and started writing short
stories. I figured theirs was the
stuff that gets published so I can't
be a poet."
Recently, Flanagan has begun
writing-and publishing-poetry
again, and reports that her work is
still "very earthy."
"You Alone are Dancing" was
accepted by an American publisher
the same week Peepal Tree Press in
England accepted it, and Flanagan
opted to have her first novel
published in "the mother country."
"I wanted it published in England
because I wanted to compete in the
Commonwealth Writers Awards be
cause I'm from the Caribbean," she
said, "but I also wanted Caribbean
people to get access to it. If it's
published in England, it's more
likely that the book will appear on
bookshelves in the Caribbean. "

EMU p/lcllo �· Brian Fordt

Dr. Brenda Flanagan, associate professor of English, has set most of her
writing in her native Caribbean, but vehemently resists the term "ethnic"
writer. "Everything is ethnic literature; what is not ethnic literature?" she
says. "There are characters in every work of fiction who belong to a cer
tain ethnicity, so everything is ethnic literature. I think there is a certain
derogatory relationship between that word and literature."
Flanagan wrote the novel over a
two-month period in 1985, and ad
mits, "I wrote this book for the
Hopwood contest because I needed
the money. I was a single woman
in school with three children."
During that time, she would rise
each morning at 4:30 and write un
til 6 a.m. when she had to get her
children off to school and start her
day. While it sounds grueling,
Flanagan didn't see it that way. "I
was writing because I had to," she
said. "I write because there are
people in my head who have to
come out. They come to me and
they want to be heard and I've got
to write them down."
After winning the Hopwood,
Flanagan set the book aside for two
years and started revising it in 1987.
One revision included changing all
the dialogue in the 205-page book
from Caribbean vernacular to Stan
dard English. "I felt badly. I felt I
was selling my soul, but I was
thinking of an American audience,"
she recalls. "A friend read it and
said, 'You've taken the life out of
it.' Unfortunately for me, I had
thrown out all of those files on the
computer that had the original
language, so I had to go back and
do it all over again."

She claims "there are still some
compromises" in the book, but not
enough, apparently, because one
reader asked her why she dicfn't in
clude a glossary of terms. "I laughec
because to me that's the challenge
of reading literature of a culture
you're not familiar with," she said.
"It should entice you to go on and
read other things or look up the
words somewhere."
Now that the book is out,
Flanagan said her next major piece
of writing might be "about the
miseries of having something pub
lished in England while you're liv
ing in the Midwest of the United
States and the difficulty of getting
that done."
Actually, she's working on a new
play and her first short fiction
collection, funded in part by a
Michigan Council for the Arts
grant. "Slowly, I'm beginning to set
things in the United States," she
said, "but there are still so many
stories I have to do that are set in
the Caribbean. It's almost become
a political thing for me because the
one way of asserting the importance
of the island from which I come
and the part of the world from
which I come is to continue to
write with that spirit."

Focus on Staff _______________
Pat Ramsay gets dancing ·out of her system·
By Leah Anger

"I've always been a dance afi
cionado," said Pat Ramsay, coor
dinator of EMU's Instructional Sup
port Center, "and now to be able to
dance is very satisfying for me."
Ramsay does competitive ball
room dancing through the Arthur
Murray Dance Studio in Dearborn.
She has competed in numerous
dance competitions, including the
Detroit International Ball and the
Ohio Star Ball, the latter in which
she recently placed first in every
dance, receiving her division's top
student award.
Although she enjoys the dance
competitions, Ramsay does not con
sider herself a competitive person.
She never was involved in sports
and doesn't like games that are
really competitive. "I guess I don't
really think of it as me competing
against someone, rather I think of it
as a challenge for me to see how
far I can go," she said.
The competitions consist of
smooth dances and rhythm dances.
Those considered smooth dances
are the waltz, foxtrot and tango.

The rhythm dances are the swing,
rumba, cha-cha, mambo, samba,
merengue and hustle. "I like tango
and the rhythm dances. I love
samba . . . .They've all got their ap·
peal," Ramsay said.
As a child, Ramsay didn't have a
chance to attend dance lessons. "I
would have loved to have been a
modern dancer, but by the time I
got to college where I could have
gotten into dance, I was so hope
lessly behind that there was no way
that I could have gone on," she
said.
One summer while in college,
however, Ramsay went to Mexico to
study. There, she went to many
chaperoned dance parties and learned
Latin dancing.
Later, while in Indiana University's
graduate school, she continued to
dance for recreation, but once she
left school there weren't many op
portunities to dance. "Most of the
people I met after college were not
dancers," she said.
Ramsay's desire to dance again
flaired up when she saw the movie
"Dirty Dancing." She recalls that
when she saw the movie for the

first time, "It hit me, and I said to
myself, 'I used to do some of that.
Do you suppose l still can?' "
After feeling the impact of the
movie, she signed up for a class .
through the Ann Arbor Community
Education Program. "My instructor
said that he would be giving private
lessons and, at that point, I was in
terested to see if I could still
dance," Ramsay said.
Somewhere along the line, she
saw some dancers who were com
peting in a Pro-Am competition, in
which professional instructors dance
with their amateur students. With·
out even knowing what competitive
ballroom dancing was, she decided
that was what she wanted to do.
She went to Arthur Murray Dance
Studio to fulfill her desire.
Ramsay has weekly dance les
sons, group lessons and also prac
tices on her own to make sure she
learns the steps, patterns and
techniques of each dance. "It's very
satisfying to me. It's a great break
for stress and tension and it's great
physical activity," she said.
Continued on page 4

Pat Ramsay, coordinator of EMU's Instructional Support Center, got a
renewed interest in dance after seeing the film "Dirty Dancing." She
recalls that when she saw the movie for the first time, "It hit me, and I
said to myself, 'I used to do some of that. Do you suppose I still can?' "
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Bulldlngs
Continued from page 2
like plumbing, maintenance or
lighting problems.
"Sometimes, people don't call the
Physical Plant when they notice
problems because they fear their
department will be charged for a
service call. The building adminis
trator system helps eliminate that
concern," he said.
Although major problems and
emergencies should be brought to
the building administrator's atten
tion, Smart said, building occu
pants should call "everybody- the
Physical Plant, and if need be,
Public Safety," when major prob
lems occur.
He also said building occupants
should call the Physical Plant di
rectly when a building administra
tor's not available and noted that
building administrators do not pos
sess master keys for building of
fices, so inadvertently getting locked
out after hours would require a call
to Public Safety.

Ramsay
Continued from page 3
Those at EMU may ask if Ramsay's
husband, Bert, professor of chemistry
at EMU, also is a dancer. "No,"
she said, "but he's learning."
Ramsay admits that sometimes it
feels like all she does is work and
dance and work and dance, but the
truth is, she enjoys dancing and all
of the hard work.
"I suppose someday I'll decide
I've had enough dancing, but until
then I'll continue to get it out of
my system," she said.
FOCUS EMU is published weekly
during the fall and winter semesters
for faculty and staff at Eastern
Michigan University. The deadline
to submit copy for consideration is 5
p.m. Tuesdays for the following
week's issue. Please send submis
sions to: Editor, Focus EMU, Office
of Public Information.
Kathleen D. 11nney, assistant vice
president, Executive Division
Susan Bairley, associate director,
Public Information
Debra Mclean, FOCUS EMU
editor
Dick Schwan.e, photographer
Michael J ahr, student intern
HP Patterson, phototypesetter

Events

EMU

Openings____ Research----��
To be considered for vacant positions. all Promotional Openings Application Forms
MUST BE SUBMITTED directly 10 the Employment/Affirmative Action Office and
received no later than 5 p.m. on the expiration date.

The Employment/Affirmative Action Office announces the following vacanci<!s. The
expiration date for applying for these positions is Monday. Feb. 4. 1991. Detailed
job descriptions may be reviewed in Room 310 King Hall. Posting Boards across
campus also highlight necessary and desired qualifications. Location of these boards
are main traffic areas in: King Hall. McKenny Union. Roosevelt Hall. Business and
Finance Building. Sill Hall. Pray-Harrold. Rec/lM Building. Physical Plant. Mark
Jefferson. Hoyt Meeting Center. DC I. and the University Library.
Vacancy information may also be obtained by calling our 24-hour Jobs Line at
487-2462.
CLERICAL/SECRETARIAL
(Minimum Biweekly Rate)
CSBF91036 - CS-03 - $541.22
CSSA91014 - CS-04 - $600.52 -

CSSA91015 - CS-05 - $679.02 -

Account Clerk, Student Accounting
Secretary II. Veteran and Foreign Student Ser
vices (Word processing experience and/or ability
and willingness to learn)
Senior Secretary, University Marketing (Word
processing experience. knowledge of desktop
publishing to include Macintosh and Pagemaker
experience strongly desired: shorthand preferred)

PROFESSIONAL/TECHNICAL
(Minimum Biweekly Rate)
PTSA91026 - PT-08 - $983.71 - Career Development Associate. Career Services
$),505.54 (At least one year job development experience;
Demonstrated commitment to minority/multicultural concerns)
ADMINISTRATIVE/PROFESSIONAL
(Annual Salary Range)
APBF91001 - AP-10 - $34.304 - Manager, Custodial Services
$54,221
FOOD SERVICE/MAINTENANCE
(Minimum Hourly Rate)**
FMSA91025 - FM-06 - $5.92 - Custodian. Monday-Friday. 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m..
Housing
**Pay rates stated above do not include shift differential. The pay rate reflects the
probationary rate for a newly hired EMU employee. Current bargaining unit
members will be paid according to pay rates specified by the current AFSCME
contract for the pay grade.
An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer

Participants
Continued from page 2
vited talk "Some Properties of the
Generalized Eulerian Distribution"
at an international conference on
"Lattice Path Combinatorics and
Applications" held at McMaster
University in Hamilton, Ontario.
Janardan also was invited to give a
presentation at the International
Conference on Recent Develop
ments in Probability and Statistics
held in New Delhi, India, in
December.
Gary M. Mccombs, assistant pro
fessor of accounting, presented the
paper "Responding to Increasing
Employer Expectations Regarding
Microcomputer Application Know
ledge of Accounting Graduates: An
Integrated Approach" at the
American Accounting Association
National Annual Meeting in Toron
to. An abstract was published in the

proceedings of the meeting.
Dr. Marvin Pasch, professor of
teacher education, presented "The
Disappearing Minority Educator:
No Illusion, A Practical Solution"
at the National School Boards
Association Annual Meeting of the
Council of Urban Boards of Educa
tion in New York. Pasch also was a
workshop speaker at a faculty
retreat of the Community College
of Philadelphia where he spoke on
"Preparing Disadvantaged CCP
Students to Transfer to Teacher
Education Programs at Four Year
Institutions."
Dr. Bette C. White, dean of stu
dents, was invited to serve on the
advisory committee of the Inter
preter Training Program in the
School of Arts and Humanities at
C.S. Mott Community College.

Special Education Grant Programs
The U.S. Department of Education is accepting applications for the
following special education programs: Early Education for the Disabled.
Children with Severe Disabilities, Secondary Education and Transition Ser
vices for Youth with Disabilities. Postsecondary Education for Disabled
Students. and Training Minority Personnel for Education of the Disabled.
Under the Early Education for Disabled Program. funds will be awarded
for outreach projects. early childhood institutes, nondirected model
demonstrations and model inservice training projects.
Under the program for Children with Severe Disabilities, funds are
available for studies of the utilization of best educational practices for
students with severe disabilities; innovations for educating children with
severe disabilities in general education settings: and a symposium on effec
tive communication by children with severe disabilities.
Three competitions will be funded under the Secondary Education and
Transition Services Program: multidistrict outreach projects, demonstration
projects to identify and teach self-determination skills. and research proj
ects on the transition of special populations of integrated postsecondary
environments.
The Department of Education will also award funds for projects to pro
vide preservice training for minority students interested in careers in
special education and related services.
The deadlines vary by competition. Contact Cheryl Kozell at 7-3090 for
further information.
International Grant Programs
The U.S. Information Agency has announced an International Arts Ex
change Grant Program. USIA encourages proposals involving cultural
leaders and commentators, critics, administrators and professionals in the
arts. Priority will go to projects proposing links between arts institutions.
Program eligibility is limited to U.S. nonprofit organizations in music.
dance, theater, literature, visual arts. architecture. folk arts, crafts.
folklore, museJm arts, and historical and cultural conservation and preser
vation. The deadlines are July I and Dec. I, 1991.
The U.S. Department of State is inviting applications to conduct com
petitive research and training programs related to the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe. Projects that develop stable, long-term national programs
of unclassified. advanced research and training are encouraged. Eligibility
is limited to htgher education institutions and other national organizations
capable of operating nationally competitive research programs in the fields
of Soviet and Eastern European studies. The deadline is Feb. 15, 1991.
The U.S. Information Agency also is inviting applications for projects
that link education and cultural organizations with their counterparts in
other countries. Projects should be intellectual and cultural, not technical.
Fields include urban planning, law. journalism. business and economics,
politics. international affairs, education, environment and cultural affairs.
USIA especially encourages projects involving Africa, Latin America, the
Middle East and South Asia. It generally will not support conferences or
seminars. The deadline is March I, 1991.
For further ,nformation and application materials, contact Jay Weinstein
at 7-3090.
Maternal and Child Health Grants
The Health Resources and Services Administration plans to announce its
fiscal 1991 competition for special projects of regional and national
significance in early February. This program will continue to fund projects
in research, training. genetic disease testing and counseling. hemophilia
diagnosis and treatment, maternal and child health improvement, early
childhood development, child and adolescent health, child health systems
development, Healthy Tomorrow projects and field initiated topics not
covered under other topics.
Application deadlines will vary by topic area. and will range from late
March to late April. Further information will be disseminated as it
becomes available, or can be obtained by contacting Michelle Barnes at

7-3090.
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29

MEETING - United Auto Workers Local 1975 will meet, Gallery II, McKenny Union, noon
WORKSHOP - Counseling Services will present the workshop "Get Fired Up-Reviving
Burnt Out Motivation." Call 7-1118 for more information, Third Floor, Snow Health
Center, 3:30 - 5 p.m.
MEETING - AFSCME Local 1666 will meet, Oxford Room. McKenny Union. 7 p.m.

Wednesday

30

MEETING - The EMU Accounting Club will meet, Salon Room, McKenny Union, 3 p.m.
BASKETBALL - The women's and men's teams will host Kent State University. Call
7 -2282 for ticket information, Bowen Field House, 5:45 and 8 p.m.
MEETING - The EMU Ski Club will meet, Faculty Lounge, McKenny Union, 8 p.m.

Thursday

31

CONCERT - The EMU Concert Winds and Symphonic Band will perform. Call 7-4380
for more information, Towsley Auditorium, Washtenaw Community College, 8 p.m.
THEATER - As part of the 1991 Beaux Arts Festival, the Communication and Theatre
Arts Department will present "Mammy and Miz Alice," an original work by EMU Pro
fessor Annette Martin which focuses on the bonds and conflicts that tied and separated
black women domestics and the white women for whom they worked. Tickets are $5. For
more information, call the EMU Arts and Entertainment Box Office at 7-1221. Sponberg
Theatre, 8 p.m.

Friday

1

WORKSHOP - The Benefits Office will present an orientation workshop for new EMU
employees. Call 7-3195 to sign up, 205 Welch Hall, 8:30 a.m.
EXHIBIT - The Beaux Arts Festival exhibit of works by Art Department faculty
members Christopher Bocklage and Martha Gelarden will close today, 107 Quirk. II a.m.
- 2 p.m.

ORATORY COMPETITION - Student finalists in an EMU-sponsored oratory contest of
fered as part of the 1991 Beaux Arts Festival will compete today for first, second and third
place, Sponberg Theatre. noon
MEETING - The EMU Interfraternity Council will meet. Reception Room. McKenny
Union. 3 p.m.
THEATER - The Communication and Theatre Arts Department will present "Mammy
and Miz Alice," written by EMC Professor Annette Martin. as part of the 1991 Beaux
Arts Festival. All tickets are $5. For ticket information, call the EMU Arts and Entertain
ment Box Office at 7-1221, Sponberg Theatre, 8 p.m.

Saturday

2

BASKETBALL - The women's and men's teams will play at Miami University. Oxford.
Ohio, 11:45 a.m. and 2 p.m.
THEATER - The Communication and Theatre Arts Department will present its final per
formance of "Mammy and Miz Alice," written by EMU Professor Annette Martin, as part
of the 1991 Beaux Arts Festival. All tickets are $5. For ticket information. call the EMU
Arts and Entertainment Box Office at 7 - 1221, Sponberg Theatre, 8 p.m.

Monday

4

WORKSHOP - Counseling Sen ices will offer the workshop "Women as Winners: Self
Affirmation." Call 7-1118 for more information. Third Floor. Snow Health Center, 3 p.m.
MEETING - The Enrollment Conversion Committee will meet, Regents East, McKenny
Union, 3 p.m.
MEETING - The Residence Hall Association will meet, Tower Room, McKenny Union,
4:15 p.m.
MEETING - Women in Communication Inc. will meet. Alumni Lounge. McKenny
Union. 6 p.m.
MEETING - The EMU Gospel Choir will meet. Gardener's Room, McKenny Union, 7 p.m.

